
 

 

March 31, 2020 

To the NY Mills Union Free School District Community: 

Many of you have probably heard by now that the Governor has directed all districts to remain closed for an 

additional two weeks and to continue to provide instruction for those weeks, including spring break. The loss of 

spring break was not anticipated and many of us in this region were hoping to give our teachers, families, and 

students, an opportunity to regroup and retool. That option has been taken away. Instruction is to continue this 

coming week with supplemental materials and communication with students, as teachers, simultaneously, 

continue planning for instruction after spring break.   

During this current health crisis, you may be considered an essential employee who is still required to work. 

Child care placement may be available to essential employees who work in health care, are first responders, 

who work in grocery stores, in transportation, some construction fields, certain non-profit agencies and in food 

or supply distribution fields. If you believe that you may qualify, please call the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison 

Child Care Resource Center at 315-223-7850 extension 222. 

 

Lunches, as well as the next day’s breakfast, will continue to be served. The cafeteria will be open from 11:00-

12:30. If you are unable to come to school to pick up a lunch, please call our Cafeteria Manager, Mary Ellen 

Peters at 315-768-3399 x 1761 and we will make sure that a lunch will be provided. Any child 18 years old or 

younger is allowed to take a bag lunch. Lunch will be served every day except for Friday, April 10th (Good 

Friday).  

 

This "new normal" that keeps getting referenced is feeling much like the "building the plane while we are flying 

it" scenario. This is not normal, nor ideal. We will continue to work together to support all of you as we try to 

make the best of a difficult situation.  

 
Again, thank you for all you are doing in support of our students, our families, and our district. As updates of 

our status become available, I will share them with all of you. Also, please check our webpage for any updates, 

as they will be posted there as well. Do not hesitate to call or email with any questions. 

 

Please be safe, and whenever possible, stay at home and stay well! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Joanne Shelmidine, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 


